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Agenda

1. Mental Health 

2. Building and Fire Safety

3. Sentencing 

4. Environmental Enforcement
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Mental Health 
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Trends 

• New and long-standing cases: ↑

• Prevalence rate: ↑

• Working days lost: ↑

Statistics – 2024/25  
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• First standard addressing the risk of suicide and 

its impact in the workplace.

• Provides practical guidance on how to response 

to risk and what good practice looks like. 

• Includes toolkits and checklists on intervention, 

prevention and postvention. 

• Has a template for employers to se when they 

become aware that an individual is at risk. 

BSI First Standard on Suicide and the Workplace
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• Focused on 

– root causes leading to poor 

mental health in construction

– ways to eliminate or reduce 

• 2,000 responses 

• Closed on 21 November 2025

• Spring 2026 – Joint Code of 

Practice 

Construction Leadership Council - Consultation
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Building and Fire Safety 
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The Building Safety Regulator

Becomes a standalone body on 27 
January 2026

Reporting directly to the Secretary of 
State for Housing, Communities and 
Local Government. 

Aiming to strengthen accountability 
and provide dedicated focus to BSR 
operators. 
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Competence - Fire Risk Assessors

BS 8674:2025 Built Environment

Defined levels of competence

Applicable across sectors



Pinsent Masons LLP A purpose-led professional services business with law at the core

Application to construction or development projects 

Qualifications 
and Accreditation

Competence 
level

Construction and 
project specific 

knowledge

• Hold a recognised 
qualification

• Demonstrate CPD

• Have they declared their 
BS8674 competence tier?

• Does that match the 
complexity of the project?

• Practical experience.

• Temporary structures/ hot 
works/ storage of 
combustible materials

• Knowledge of legal 
frameworks
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Sentencing 
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“Where an offending organisation’s 

turnover or equivalent very greatly 

exceeds the threshold for large 

organisations, courts should 

consider fines outside the range for 

large companies to achieve a 

proportionate sentence”

Very Large Organisations 
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• Arguable that courts were already 

adopting an approach in line with current 

guidance which might mute the impact. 

• R v Places for Peoples Homes Ltd [2021] 

– “no clear dividing line…” 

– “size of a company lies on a spectrum 

…”

– “any increase depends on the 

circumstances in each individual 

case…” 

Popplewell LJ 

Merely aligning guidance with practice? 
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Environmental Enforcement 
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15

Err… which Regulator? 
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16

The principal environmental offences 

1. Water Pollution 

2. Waste

3. Wildlife / Protected Species
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Typical causes  

• Silt run-off 

• Fuel / chemical spills 

• Site based waste 

Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 

Regulations 2016

• Polluting discharge to surface waters or groundwater 

requires an environmental permit. 

• Reg 38 - offence to cause or knowingly permit a polluting 

discharge without such a permit.

Water Industry Act 1991 

• Section 111 – restriction on the use of public sewers 

Water Pollution
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Environmental Protection Act 1990 

• Section 33. Offence to deposit waste on or in any land 

without or in breach of a permit. 

• Section 34. Offence for any person to fail to comply with the 

waste duty of care. 

Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 

Regulations 2016

• Reg 38 provides for an offence in respect of operating a 

waste operation otherwise than in accordance with an in 

force environmental permit or the terms of a registered 

exemption.

Waste Offences
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Wildlife Offences
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

• Intentionally harming or having in one's possession certain protected 

wild animals or picking, uprooting, or destroying certain wild plants. 

• Intentionally or recklessly damaging, disturbing or obstructing the 

shelter of any protected species. 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 

• Deliberately capturing, injuring or killing a wild European Protected 

Species (EPS) of animal, their eggs, breeding site or resting place. 

• Deliberately picking, collecting, cutting, uprooting or destroying a 

protected wild plant.
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Question: how does this compare to the H&S enforcement? 

The Regulator’s Enforcement Toolbox 

Potential 
enforcement 
responses

No action

Provide 
advice and 
guidance

Issue a 
warning

Formal 
caution

Civil 
sanctions

Prosecution
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Penalties – Current Statistics 

Source: www.endsreport.com/fines-monitor
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• Management time

• Procurement 

• Insurance 

• Revocation of permits

Not just fines….
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Questions?

Phil Newton
Associate

T: +44 207 667 7267

M: +44 7717 451 097

E: phil.newton@pinsentmasons.com
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